tuany felons from the state gov-

Tt | ernment to the counties. There is
-+ nodenying that the change was abrupt; Gov.
_ .. »Jerry Brown signed into law the Public Safe-
'ty Realignment Act, also known as AE 109,
*_on April 4; 2011, and followed up with 8.com-
* panior bill that fleshed out- many of the
' funding details in June of that year. Cotnties
then had just three months te prepare their
%, jails, their law enforcement agencies and
‘& their probation departments to-be ready for-
- ;. the Oct. Iimplementation date; after which
defefidants conivicted of lower-level felonies

were sent to jails instead -of state prisons,.
- and felons released from prison after serving |
" sentences for lower-level crimes came under 5
- the supervision of county probation officers §

** instead of state parole agents.

With realignment underway, the Califor-

- nia Department of Corrections and Rehabil-
" ftation sometimes delayed too long before

.| giving counties notice of felons ‘who were
“ coming home, -catching’ probation depart-
mments off-guard and leaving them to scram-

" bleto ensure that dangerous people were ac-
.counted for. The state prisons, packed with-
inmates suffering from severe mental illness,
released to counties prisoners who were too
mentally disordered to be properly super-

- yvised by probation officers without speciai-
1t was a lot to deal with in a short period

- of time. Courts and county governments —.

+ boards of supervisors, sheriffs, district attor-
‘neys, chief probation officers — deserve
some sympathy for the magnitude of the
-task that began two years ago. :

But that sympathy comes with Mmits.

*:he need for eriminal justice reform and a
_reduction in the prison population has been
" apparent for decades, and county officials
. have long known that they were an integral

' part of the problem and must become & ma-
~jor part of the solution. The solutions were

_ broached, discussed and widely understood
for nearly a decade before AB 109: Make sen-
tencihg more rational;, provide drug rehakbili-

.. ‘tation, mental health treatment, education
" -and job training to inmates in prison and jail

continue it when they have been released to.

. - their home communities, and pay for it with
. ‘gavings realized from a lower population of
incarcerated people; provide corrections

and rehabilitation for lower-level crimes in.

‘the community where offenders live and to
_ which they will reburn. Numerous studies
show thatcorrections handledin thelow-lev-
‘&l offeniders’ communities have more. Suc-
‘cedshil outcomes at lower costs. .
Realignment of prisoners to the local lev-

‘el, using substantially these guidelines; was
very hiearly adopted during the Schwsrzen-
egger administration, when the prison popu-

, lation peaked. But the different iccal agen--

cies, prosecutors and eourts all bickered and
dickered over the details, killing any agree-

ment, With federal court orders in place to

eliminate the unconstitutional overcrowd-
- ing, and with the players well aware of the
solations but unwilling to implement them,

hauled its crimingl justice sys-.
tem by shifting responsibility far-

jail rerorm
L AT IIE

the time for a drawn-out deliberation and
the chanee for carefill plahning was over. It
- became apparent that the enly two ways to
 begin chamging the broken corrections sys-
tem were with a.direct order and deadline
{from the federal court,.or with “overnight?
- legislation based on years of discussion and
resedrch, Both cameto pass. :

= Los Angeles County, especially, was un-
¢ prepared for the stress test, with jails in
s _were. accused of -

hich sheriff's deptities ¥
pedting and otherwisé ‘abusing ‘inmates, a
Probation Departnient witha large percent-
age of officers involved in their own disciplin-

| tual revolving door of top 1eaders, & Board of]

county budget.
" Two years later, the county rernains woe-
fully behind the eurve. Millions of doilars of
state AB 109 funding for drug rehabilitation,
and other community corrections program-

sors has failed thus far to empower the sher-
iff to free up jail space for convicts by re-
leasing accused nonviolent defendants who
are locked up merely because they can’t post

Court, prosecuters and defense lawyers have
rejected the opportunity to sentence AB 109
convicts to a portion of their terms in jail and
& portion under mandatory substance abuse
treatiment and education in their communi-
ties — an approach kiown as “split sentenc-

have the most chance of succeeding and of
- keeping felons from reoffending.

judges have demonstrated their share of re-
AB 109, but so far have merely shrugged at

rehabilitation, selective pre-trial release,

split-sentencing — that the law provides.

Leaders in other counties have used the last

' two years well Los Angeles County leaders
have used them poorly. :

In adopting reatignment, California did
make two errors: It failed to allocate enough
funding for data collection and analysis,
leaving counties insufficiently able to quan-
‘tify what they have and have not achieved;
and it provided counties funding without
conditions or incentives. The state is now

iticentive funding under

jooking at new

which counties would be rewarded based on -

the results they achieve in lJowering the num-
her of felons they send 1o the prisons. It's a
" gmart way to go. :

bail. The Los Angeles. County Superior

' ing"” — despite evidence that such programs |

sentment about their responsibilities under

- ary and even erimingl progeedings and a vir- [

unhappy about losing their fory-

mmgremajnunspent.The‘BoardofSupervi~ R

et e G-

Los Angeles County supervisors and } '

| the opportunities — fumding for community-

But it may not be-enough for Los Angeles -

County sipervisors, who continue to sit on
rehapilitation fimding while last morth leas-
ing space in another coumnty to house 500
- roore inmates far from home and far from
community rehabilitative services. If this
county’s government were a criminal offend-
er, corrections officials would say it is inneed
of a short and swift punishmerit to gef its at-
tention, refocus on reality and consider its
options for change. -
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- '“A buffer for bobcats

50 IO 2"1"‘ L"MWJ

‘ers'around the state; bobcats are prot

- from hunters and trappers throughout the"'
- *:year, a smart rule, designed toprotect the
" igtate’s’ ecosystem and preserve it w:ld]it‘e_.i_

'ﬁ'om exploftatlon

: But this 3 year there was an uut;cry aﬂ;e £
'became known that bobca_t_, trapswere bemg:, g
‘set_just outside the bo ﬂane of Joshua.

Tree and that trappers were. usmg scented
mumc dymgbhﬂs to lure the ammals oy

lures ‘and battery-powered pet: toys:that - th

18 to serve as. refuges for babcats i not
rov1de a convenient; concentrated sup-
'the animals for' commercml trappers

mals not to be vulnerable mtersections be—‘
tween parkentrances a.ndtraps these corri- - -
dors would be included in the buffer zones.. .-

The 1 also makes it Jllegal 0 settraps:.

on private property without the written con- -

the owners “Oneof the tnggers for -

Opponents of the billargue that the bob-

:-‘cat population is mere than sufficiently ro-
bust.” However, the state hasnt counted

beats since the late 1970s, when it esti- |
ted there were 72,000 and allowed 14 400

cj’ - to'be killed. Now the state monitors “har-

5 by blyman: . ‘Bloom
- HAD- Santa Monica) Would address the 1ssue e

by settmg a buffer zone around Joshusa Tree

— and sore other parks and wilkdlife refuges.

. — in which no trapping would be ailowed:

.The bill was passed by the Legislature and

Gov. J efty Brown shotild sign it intolaw,
Even bobeats that spend most of their

"+ lives within the. boundaries of Joshua Tree

wander the penphery as well, foragmg and

" denning and fulfilling their role in the loeal”

- yagt? ’
‘hunters and trappers - which has been as

the mumber, f bobcats killed by

high' as 1,900 in the 1980s Ein) trendmg up

now. The 201112 take was 1,800 — a 51% in-

~ crease over the previeus season. -

No matter the number of bobcats, the
‘state has committed to setting’ aside areas
where they are as protected. :as posmble ;
without confining thers. Al this bill does is™ |
prohlblt trapping at the threshold of these .
breserves. It deserves to be approved

‘bill was a spate of traps set without per- -



